
Invitation letter monkeypox vaccination  

<alias> 

 

Personal invitation for monkeypox vaccination  

Registration number ….. 

 

 
Dear <<initials>><<surname>>, 
 
You are receiving this letter because the information we hold suggests that you are in 
one of the risk groups for monkeypox. This means that you are eligible for preventive 
vaccination. This could prevent you from becoming infected with monkeypox or reduce 
the severity of an infection. It is up to you whether or not to accept the vaccination offer. 
This letter will provide further information on the vaccine and on the vaccination 
arrangements.  
 

Why vaccination? 

The number of monkeypox infections among MSM is on the rise. Vaccination is one of 
the tools being used to combat the monkeypox outbreak. Whether or not vaccination can 
prevent all symptoms of monkeypox or some people will still get a mild form of the 
disease is unknown. Hence, there is a possibility that those vaccinated may still fall ill or 
transmit the virus subsequent to becoming infected. Which is why the following advice 
applies even after vaccination: get blisters examined at the Municipal Health Service 
(GGD) or by your GP or an infectious diseases specialist who is treating you, and self-
isolate. If you test positive for monkeypox, you should self-isolate and the GGD will carry 
out a source and contact investigation. Please also abide by the rules if you turn out to 
be a contact of a confirmed case of monkeypox.    

 

Side effects  

Side effects from the vaccination are possible. The most common side effects are: a local 
reaction (pain, redness, swelling) at the site of the injection, as well as non-specific 
symptoms such as muscle ache, headache, nausea and fever or raised temperature.  

 
Which vaccine? 
The vaccine being used is the smallpox vaccine, Imvanex. As the smallpox virus is 
similar to the monkeypox virus, it is expected that the vaccine will provide protection 
against monkeypox too. Imvanex has also been registered as a monkeypox vaccine in 
the Netherlands since 22 July 2022. We do know that it is safe and that it triggers a 
good level of immunity. What is not yet know is how well people will be protected 
against monkeypox in practice once they have been vaccinated.  

 
How do you get vaccinated? 
Please come to <location> on <date and time>. If you cannot make this appointment, 
please call <tel no.> to make a new one.  
 



If you have monkeypox-like symptoms before or on the date of the appointment, please 
make a new appointment because we will not be able to vaccinate you. Do make an 
appointment to get tested at the GGD, though. 

 
What will be discussed during the appointment? 

• We will have a short intake discussion and you will fill in a questionnaire about 
your health.  

• Depending on your health and whether you have been vaccinated against 
smallpox in the past, a decision will be made on whether you need just 1 jab or 
also a 2nd jab four weeks later.  

• Proof of identity is required by law for you to receive the vaccine.  
• A limited quantity of data – without your name and address – will be shared with 

the National Institute for Public Health and the Environment (RIVM), with your 
informed consent being sought for this.  

• We might ask whether you would like to take part in research on the protective 
effect of the monkeypox vaccine. 

 

Things to keep in mind for your appointment 

• Please bring this letter with you. It is a personal, non-transferable invitation. You 
cannot get vaccinated without this invitation letter.  

• Please bring proof of your identity (passport, driving licence or ID card) to enable 
us to check your details. 

• If you have some form of proof of receiving the smallpox vaccine in the past 
(administered in the Netherlands until 1974), please bring this with you. 
Otherwise ask your family whether you were given all vaccinations, including the 
smallpox vaccine, when you were a child. 

• Wear clothes that make it easy for you to uncover your upper arm.  
 

Previously registered under another name? 

It is likely that you are not registered under your real name. We refer to your other 
name as an alias. The details on your proof of identity will not be added to your alias 
registration. A separate registration with your real name will be created for the purposes 
of the monkeypox vaccination. This will state why you were invited for the vaccination, 
i.e. the risk group that you are in. The doctor might also add extra information that is 
relevant within the framework of the monkeypox vaccination.  

 

Keen to find out more? 
For further information on monkeypox, the vaccine and a full overview of side effects see 
www.rivm.nl/en/monkeypox. For further information on the sharing of your data, see the 
appendix ‘your data and RIVM’. Any questions on the vaccination can be put to us by 
calling <to follow>. 

 

 
Kind regards, 
  
  
 
<establish signature>  
 

https://www.rivm.nl/en/monkeypox

